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Time during daylight was reckoned by the position of
the sun, periods of time by the number of the moon's
phases which had passed. But the more civilized peoples
of Mexico and Peru measured the year, not by lunar
months, but by the sun's return to fixed positions of rising
and setting. In a general way, in fact, the calculation of
the years was connected with the recurring seasons, which
in turn depended on the sun's apparent relations with
the earth.

Building in stone was really only practised by the
tribes of superior culture in Mexico, Central America,
Colombia, and Peru. Elsewhere the human dwelling or
the temple was built of sticks and clay, or sticks and
thatch. Both clothing and religion were elaborate in the
stone-building regions; elsewhere there was nearly com-
plete nakedness (quite complete in Brazil), and a vague
belief in spirits, demigods, and magic, with little in the
way of ceremonies. The bulk of the Central and South
Amerindian tribes were flat-faced with somewhat low-
bridged noses; but the aristocratic and highly cultured
moon-faced clans and castes in central and western South
America had high, prominent noses, and resembled singu-
larly in appearance the aristocratic type in Japan, Mon-
golia, and the western Pacific Archipelagoes. In all
probability, these remarkable civilizations of Mexico,
Central, and Andine South America were derived from
eastern Asia by prehistoric maritime migrations of Cau-
casianized Mongols of Neolithic culture travelling to
America by way of Alaska and California, or, more
probably, across the Pacific from the Caroline Islands.